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NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, February 27, 2018  |  5PM 
Leventhal Center, 30 Rowes Wharf

WDC LEADERSHIP
Susanne Lavoie, Executive Director 

(please contact Susanne with any questions) 

508-221-0000  |  Susannelavoie@aol.com
Marc Margulies, FAIA, LEED AP, President

Christopher Fincham, Treasurer

WDC MEMBERS
A Better City  |  Boston Harbor Cruises  |   
Boston Harbor Hotel  |  Broadluxe 
Condominiums  |  Folio Condominiums  |   
Friends of Christopher Columbus Park 
(non-voting)  |  Harborside Inn  |  Harbor 
Towers I Condominiums  |  Harbor 
Towers II Condominiums  |  Greenway 
Conservancy (non-voting)  |  Greenway Place 
Condominiums  |  The InterContinental Hotel,   
InterContinental Residences  |  Marriott 
Custom House  |  Marriott Long Wharf Hotel,   
New England Aquarium  |  The Residences at 
Rowes Wharf

FEBRUARY 2018
M E M B E R
N E W S L E T T E R

The Wharf District neighborhood welcomed in 2018 
with fabulous fireworks over Boston Harbor.  The 
fireworks were made possible through the efforts of 
the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park (FOCCP), 
Boston Harbor Now (BHN), and the Wharf District 
Council (WDC) and through the generous donations 
of waterfront businesses, hotels, restaurants and 
residents.  We give a special thank you to our own 
WDC members (Boston Harbor Hotel, InterContinental 
Hotel, The Harbor Side Inn, and the Marriott Long 
Wharf) for their donations, and to Joanne Hayes Rines, 
FOCCP President for her leadership and work.

Working with the community, city and state government 
officials, and other organizations, the WDC 2018 goals 
include: 1. Development of the Wharf District Public 
Realm Vision; 2. Creation of a Climate Ready Coastal 
Resilience Solutions Report; 3. Work on the next phase 
of the Downtown Waterfront Municipal Harbor Plan; 
4. Getting to know and finding common ground with 
other neighborhood associations; and 5. Addressing 
neighborhood needs and quality of life issues.

The 2018 monthly meeting speakers will include our 
government officials and those representing projects 
and programs impacting our area.  The complete list 
and meeting dates will be posted on our website: 
www.wharfdistrictcouncil.org.  Please let us know if 
there is someone you would like us to invite to speak 
at a WDC meeting.

We are planning for our annual WDC Volunteer Day on 
the Greenway.  The date will be announced. 

Thank you to our WDC members for their continued 
support.  And thank you, Wharf District residents, 
nonprofits, and businesses for making our 
neighborhood special.

Please let us know if you would like to work on any 
of WDC projects or get involved with what we do.  
Meeting are open to the public. 

Susanne Lavoie
Susanne Lavoie
WDC Executive Director

A LETTER TO READERS FROM SUSANNE 

LAVOIE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

http://www.wharfdistrictcouncil.org
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Community Activities

CUSTOM HOUSE MARRIOTT
BY JOANNE DARLAND

The Custom House was Boston's first skyscraper.  It 
was completed in 1847, with the 26-floor tower added in 
1913. Before the land reclamation in the mid-1800s, the 
waterfront came up to the building.

The Custom House is blessed with an Observation Deck 
that offers some of the most exquisite views of Boston.  

Positioned on the 26th floor, it has been delighting our 
owners, guests and the public for many years. 

With its 360-degree viewing deck, offering sightseeing 
opportunities unparalleled by any other building in Boston, 
it has become a favorite destination for so many. With 
two viewing telescopes and multiple tables and chairs at 
which to relax and soak in the stunning vistas, it has also 
gained popularity as a wonderful spot for engagement 
proposals, weddings and other celebrations. If one is 
lucky, our resident Peregrine Falcon couple who take up 
residence in the nest above the Observation Deck every 
spring and summer to raise their chicks, may be seen 
sweeping by as you gaze out over the city landscape 
below. Quite a thrill! 

But the crowning accomplishment of the Custom House 
Observation Deck has been the income it has generated 
through the years for donation to the Children’s Miracle 
Network (CMN).  While our owners are able to visit the 
Observation Deck at any time, the public has always also 

Photo by Robin Stevens

SPEAKER AT OUR NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting, Feb. 27 at 5PM at the Leventhal 
Center (30 Rowes Wharf) will feature Richard 

McGuinness, BPDA Deputy Director for Climate 

Change & Environmental Planning. Rich will speak 
about the Downtown Waterfront Municipal Harbor 
Plan to be released on Feb. 19. He will also talk about 
the BPDA, its mission, how it's organized, and its 
future. The meeting will also feature Bruce Carlisle, 

Director Massachusetts office of Coastal Zone 

Management (CZM) and Lisa Berry Engler, Assistant 

Director CZM.

This meeting is open to the public. 

been welcomed throughout the years for a small donation 
to CMN.  Last year’s donations alone totaled almost 
$28,000 with every penny turned over to this amazing 
and wonderful charity, providing much needed funding to 
Children’s Hospital in Boston as well as children’s hospitals 
throughout the US. 

While we are thrilled with our Observation Deck’s 
popularity as a destination, we are most thrilled at what 
sharing our building with the public has accomplished 
and the many young lives it has helped save. Such an 
important and distinctive historic property in the skyline of 
our great city cannot ask for more. It has been the privilege 
of Custom House to have turned an asset of its structure 
into such an amazing and worthwhile opportunity to affect 
change in so many young lives. 

WHARF DISTRICT SPECIAL PLACES
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: BOULEVARD, 110 BROAD STREET
BY ED COREY, SENIOR SUPERINTENDENT, COMMODORE BUILDERS

The building superstructure is complete.  This means all 
the major concrete placements are done.  There will be 
some smaller placements during the month of February.  
This means the major focus shifts to the building façade.  
Installation of the exterior façade panels has begun as 
planned.  We are currently erecting brick clad panels on 
the lower levels.  Later we will begin to erect the brick 
and metal clad panels from the 3rd floor to the roof.  
Installation of the 1st to 3rd floor glass curtainwalls will 
start prior to the end of this month as well. 

Later this week erection of the structural steel that 
recreates the 4th floor sloped roof above the historic 
brick walls will begin.  Inside the building mechanical 
rough is in progress up to the 11th floor.  Framing for 
interior walls is underway up to the 6th floor.
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At the January 16 WDC meeting, Evan Rowe, MBTA 
Director of Revenue and Elizabeth Winters Ronaldson, 
MBTA Deputy Director of Advertising introduced plans 
to install Digital Urban Panels (DUP) at several MBTA 
transit stations including the Aquarium station located in 
the Wharf District.  The DUPs are double-sided screens 
displaying information prior to entering the station.  They 
will be positioned over the station’s entrances.

The DUPs will provide real-time message feeds to better 
serve riders with information: Real Time Train Information, 
Maintenance & Service Alerts, Weather Alerts, Delays, 
MBTA Public Service Announcements, Emergency Alerts, 
System Construction Updates, Special Event Updates & 
Directions, and Advertisements.

The presentation included screen specifications, types 
of information to be displayed, installation timelines 
and how similar technology is being used in other major 
transportation hubs across the country.

DUPs are currently located in five locations in Boston:  
Back Bay, Broadway, Haymarket, Kenmore and Prudential.  
An additional six locations were approved in December 
2017:  Airport, Broadway, Courthouse, South Station, Tufts 
Medical and World Trade Center.  

The MBTA filed applications for permits for three 
new locations and additions to two existing locations:  
Arlington, Aquarium, Back Bay, Haymarket and Park Street.  
The MBTA has been reaching out to the communities and 
holding public meetings to provide information and get 
feedback from the neighborhoods. 

Other cities with similar programs include New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Washington DC and Miami.  

The double-sided screens are 56.3" x 31.7" (size in mount 
is 59.8" x 34.6"). The screen resolution is 1920 x 1030 @ 
120HZ, with typical power consumption: 820 W.  The 
mount material is aluminum. 

Installation of the screens is expected in late April to early 
May.  

DID YOU KNOW?  AQUARIUM MBTA STATION’S DIGITAL URBAN PANELS 

MBTA TO INSTALL FOUR DIGITAL URBAN PANELS AT THE ENTRANCE TO AQUARIUM STATION

Current

Proposed
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What's Happening
Love is in the air here in the Wharf District! Here's what's happening in our neighborhood.

VALENTINE’S DAY 
at Rowes Wharf Health Club & Spa 
Indulge your loved one with a relaxing spa escape 
and gift one of our three love-inducing treatment 
packages.  From the Sweetheart Retreat made for 
two, and the classic Valentine’s Day Retreat filled with 
relaxation, champagne and rose petals, to the Be My 
Valentine Date Night Package for those preparing 
for a night out on the town, there is something for 
everyone to enjoy. Please view complete details on 
the Valentine’s Day offerings at Rowes Wharf Health 
Club & Spa by visiting, www.bhh.com/spa.

MY LITTLE VALENTINE 
Afternoon Tea at Rowes Wharf Sea Grille  |  Feb. 10-11

Say Be Mine to your little Valentine with Afternoon 
Tea at the Boston Harbor Hotel.  Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with the little ones who stole your heart and 
treat your daughter or son to a special Valentine’s 
Day tea.  Enjoy the sweetness of this special time 
together complemented by festive pastries and tea 
sandwiches by Chef Daniel Bruce and Pastry Chef 
Shawn Dresser.  Adults can toast to the occasion with 
sparkling wine while their Little Valentines delight in 
taking their own Valentine’s Day heart cookies home 
to remember the magic of the afternoon. Reservations 
2:30 – 4:30 PM | $55 Adults, $25 Children 12 and Under

For additional details, please visit www.
roweswharfseagrille.com

VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE
Boston Wine Festival  |  Saturday, February 10
Champagne is for more than just toasting! Chef Daniel 
Bruce once again shows his rare talents with his 
perfectly matched, all-Champagne dinner featuring 
wines from Moët & Chandon, including Moët Imperial, 
Moët Vintage Blanc 2008, Moët Rose NV, Moët 
Vintage Rose 2008, and Moët Nectar Blanc.  Share a 
romantic evening of live music and dancing, coupled 
with incredible wine and food. 

Dinner, 7 p.m., | For tickets, please visit www.
bostonwinefestival.net.

BOSTON HARBOR HOTEL
The Boston Harbor Hotel celebrates love throughout the month of February with a variety of events and specials 
to enjoy with that special someone. Whether you are looking for a Champagne-filled date night, a relaxing day 
at the Spa or a festive afternoon tea with your little Valentine, the Boston Harbor Hotel has the perfect event to 
sweep your Valentine off their feet.

http://www.bhh.com/spa
http://www.roweswharfseagrille.com
http://www.roweswharfseagrille.com
http://www.bostonwinefestival.net
http://www.bostonwinefestival.net
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What's Happening  |  Continued from Page 5

VALENTINE’S JAZZ BRUNCH
Boston Wine Festival  |  Sunday, February 11
Join us at our beautiful waterfront location for a 
fantastic finale to Valentine’s weekend. Toast to 
romance with everyone’s favorite Moët & Chandon 
Champagne as you take in the view of Boston Harbor. 
Indulge in a lavish brunch buffet while delighting in 
the authentic sounds of a New Orleans Jazz band. 
Don’t miss out on this chance to enjoy the perfect 
ending to this romantic weekend. 

Brunch Reservations between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m

For tickets, please visit  www.bostonwinefestival.net.

MERITAGE RESTAURANT + WINE BAR AND 
ROWES WHARF SEA GRILLE
Special Valentine's Day menus are available. To 
view menus and make dining reservations, please 
visit www.meritagetherestaurant.com or www.
roweswharfseagrille.com.

Boston Harbor Hotel  |  Continued

VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER
Miel Brasserie Provençale is offering a special 
Valentine's Day three-course, prix fixe dinner menu
Reservations: To reserve online, please visit our 
website or you can call (617) 217-5151. Menu located 
on the next page

LUNCH AND DINNER DEALS
Miel Brasserie Provençale is serving a two-course, 
prix fixe lunch special, and a three-course prix fixe 
dinner special. Full details: cost and time on menu. 
Please view our lunch menu, and our dinner menu. To 
reserve online, please visit our website or you can call 
(617) 217-5151. Menu located on the next page.

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 

http://www.bostonwinefestival.net
http://www.meritagetherestaurant.com
http://www.roweswharfseagrille.com
http://www.roweswharfseagrille.com
http://www.intercontinentalboston.com/dining/miel.aspx
http://www.intercontinentalboston.com/dining/miel.aspx
http://www.intercontinentalboston.com/resourcefiles/pdf/miel-winter-lunch-deal-2017.pdf
http://www.intercontinentalboston.com/resourcefiles/PDF/miel-winter-dinner-deal-2017.pdf
http://www.intercontinentalboston.com/dining/miel.aspx


 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

Valentine’s Day at Miel 
 

Wednesday, February 14th from 4:30pm - 10pm 
 
 

~ Appetizers ~ 
 
 

Roasted Cauliflower Soup 
Smoked Scallops, American Caviar 

~~~ 
Baked Cape Cod Oysters 

Basil Pesto, Garlic Bread Crumbs, Aged Parmesan 
~~~ 

Burrata Salad 
Acorn Squash, Spiced Hazelnuts, Fried Kale, Pomegranate  

 
Paired with La Madame: Campari, Absolut Elyx, Strawberry, Lemon, Simple Syrup, GH Mumm 

 
~ Entrées ~ 

 
 

Pan Roasted Halibut 
Jumbo Lump Crab, Parsnip Purée, Shaved Fennel & Orange Salad 

~~~ 
Grilled Filet Mignon* 

White Asparagus, Celeriac Gratin, Maine Lobster Béarnaise  
~~~ 

Duck Confit Agnolotti* 
Roasted Wild Mushrooms, Chestnut & Truffle Sauce, Port Reduction 

 
Paired with Brancott Sauvignon Blanc or Kenwood Jack London Cabernet Sauvignon 

 
~ Desserts ~ 

 
 

Crispy Honey Ricotta Crepes 
Walnut, Rose, Fresh Berries 

~~~ 
Candied Orange Molten Lava Cake 

Almond Nougatine 
 

Paired with GH Mumm Champagne 
 
 

$80 Per Person 
$115 Per Person with Drink Pairing 

Tax and Gratuity Not Included 
 

 
510 Atlantic Avenue | Boston Waterfront 02210 

 To make a reservation, please call Miel Brasserie Provençale at 617-217-5151 or visit OpenTable.com 
 

17% Service Charge will be added for parties of 6 or more.  
*Consuming raw or undercooked fish, shellfish, eggs or meat increases the risk of foodborne illness. Before placing your 

order, please inform your server if a person in your party has a food allergy. 
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BOSTON PUBLIC MARKET
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FRIENDS OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS PARK

COLUMBUS PARK   

TUNNEL OF 
LOVE

SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10 
4PM TO 9PM

Please Join Us for a  
Special Free Event on

A Month of Love in Christopher Columbus Park

Stroll through the 
decorated trellis, pose  

for your Valentine’s  
selfie, and enjoy a few 

 holiday surprises! 

@foccp | #foccp | foccp.org

* In case of inclement weather, please check foccp.org for event status 

Thank you to NorthEndBoston.com, Boston Harbor Cruises, CL Properties,  
Joe’s American Bar & Grill, Marriott Long Wharf Hotel, and Sanibel Electrical Corp.
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SNOW EMERGENCY
WHEN THE CITY OF BOSTON DECLARES A SNOW EMERGENCY
Some helpful information on what you need to know for winter in Boston.

This information is on the City of Boston's website 
section dedicated to winter: www.boston.gov/
winter-boston 

For information about MBTA schedules:  www.
MBTA.com 

Sign up to receive snow emergency alerts:  
http://www.cityofboston.gov/alerts/

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
• Boston Fire, Police & Emergency Services: 911
• Non-emergency requests: 311
• Eversource gas & electric: 1-800-592-2000
• National Grid: 1-800-322-3223
• Boston Water & Sewer: 617-989-7000
• MA Water Resources Authority: 617-242-6000
• City of Boston Tow Lot: 617-635-3900

PARKING DURING SNOW EMERGENCIES:
How do you know if you can't park on a street during a 
snow emergency?  Check the signs posted on the street.  
Also, the City of Boston has a parking restrictions map on 
their website.

During declared snow emergencies, discounted parking 
is available at some parking lots and garages for Boston 
residents.  The City of Boston created a list of discounted 
parking garages and lots you can use.  It is recommended 
that you contact garages to see if they are accepting 
vehicles before driving to a garage.

You will be ticketed and towed if you park on a posted 
snow emergency artery during a declared snow 
emergency.

Please park at least 20 feet away from intersections 
and no farther than 1 foot from the curb.  Don't block 
sidewalks, fire hydrants, ramps, driveways or the street 
with your vehicle.

PROPERTY OWNER REQUIREMENTS
• Clear sidewalks and curb ramps within three hours 

after it stopped snowing. 
• If it snowed overnight, clear sidewalks and curb ramps 

within three hours after sunrise. 
• Remove ice to bare pavement or make it as level as 

possible. 
• Clear at least a 42-inch-wide path for people using 

wheelchairs and pushing strollers. 
• Don't shovel or push snow into the street.  If you do, 

the City will fine you.

SHOVELING FINES
The City of Boston considers each day you don't address a 
violation as a separate and distinct violation. Boston Code 
of Ordinances, 16-12.16 has more information about the 
City's law on snow removal.  You can report an unshoveled 
sidewalk by calling 311 or going to the City of Boston 
website.

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR TRASH
Clear an area at the curb or put containers next to or in 
front of snow banks.

http://www.boston.gov/winter-boston 
http://www.boston.gov/winter-boston 
http://www.MBTA.com 
http://www.MBTA.com 
http://www.cityofboston.gov/alerts/ 
http://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/boston_ma/?utm_source=Snow+Emergency+February+9%2C+2017&utm_campaign=Snow+Emergency+Feb.+8%2F9%2C+2017&utm_medium=email
http://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/boston_ma/?utm_source=Snow+Emergency+February+9%2C+2017&utm_campaign=Snow+Emergency+Feb.+8%2F9%2C+2017&utm_medium=email
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WHAT IS 311?

311 is an easy-to-remember telephone number that 
connects you with highly-trained Constituent Service 
Center representatives who are ready to help with 
requests for non-emergency City services and information 
or to report a non-emergency problem.

• Call 311 to obtain information and access to all non-
emergency City services.

• Call 911 for an emergency (fire, police, medical, 
robbery, crime in progress).

• You can also access Boston 311 services by dialing 
617-635-4500.

Residents can also download the BOS:311 mobile app, 
Tweet @BOS311, or visit City Hall To Go, Boston's mobile 
city services truck.  To speak with someone from the 
Mayor's Office of Constituent Service in person, please 
come to the Mayor's Office on the 5th Floor of City Hall 
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Once you have successfully submitted your request, you 
will receive an email with a tracking number that you can 
use to monitor your request. 

REMINDER!  CITY OF BOSTON SERVICES – 311

FOUR WAYS TO REPORT NON-EMER-

GENCY ISSUES

Call 311

Tweet @BOS311

Visit www.cityofboston.gov/311

Download the Bos:311 app

• Report a missed curbside 
pickup. 

• Get a pothole fixed.  

• Get a street cleaned.

• Get rid of a big item.  

• Request needle clean-up.

• Request graffiti removal.  

• Report a broken street sign.  

• Report a broken traffic signal.  

• Pay a parking ticket

• Report a street lamp is out. 

TOP SERVICE REQUESTS


