
OCTOBER 17, 2017 (4:30-6:30 PM)

Wharf District Council Meeting

BOSTON MAYOR MARTY WALSH

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh spoke 

at the October 17 Wharf District 

Council meeting and included 

an extended Q&A session with 

residents and business owners.

Walsh emphasized Boston’s 

population growth and continuing 

need for housing.  He highlighted 

strong demand for the city with 

companies moving here like General 

Electric, LEGO and a bid going out 

for the next Amazon headquarters.  

The Mayor addressed questions 

over luxury housing versus 

moderate / low-income units, 

noting the increased requirement that developers contribute 18% of the value of new units (up from 13%) to 

build off-site affordable housing.  The recently passed Community Preservation Act also adds $20 million per 

year, some of which is dedicated toward affordable units.  He noted that Boston has 20% of its housing stock 

considered affordable versus 15% in Cambridge and only 4% in Newton, implying that other communities need 

to step up.

There was limited discussion regarding the Chiofaro development tower to replace Harbor Garage, which 

remains under State review as part of the Municipal Harbor Plan.

The WDC October Meeting information/notes are written by Matt Conti, editor of NorthEndWaterfront.com

 

MEETING SPEAKERS

• Boston Mayor Marty Walsh

• Robyn Reed, artist & Park Art Curator for the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park 

We thank Wharf District Council member – the New England Aquarium for hosting the meeting.  With over 100 

people attending, it was a good opportunity for the Mayor to meet members of our Wharf District neighborhood 

and for our community to speak with the Mayor and ask questions on local issues and concerns.   

http://NorthEndWaterfront.com
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Development and traffic congestion were a consistent theme during the session.  The Mayor said he was 

prioritizing the Old Northern Avenue Bridge reconstruction (with cars) and working with State officials on the 

MBTA.  “The Seaport was obviously not built with a traffic plan in place,” he said noting the limitations of the 

Silver Line and the side effect of growth in Boston.  He agreed with a resident that more traffic cops could help 

to enforce “don’t block the box” laws.

Homelessness and drug addiction were discussed as residents asked for more visible police presence.  Walsh 

said that his administration has found housing for 1,100 former homeless persons and city agencies continue 

to work on innovative programs with shelters such as Rosie’s Place, Pine Street Inn and St. Francis House. He 

pointed to a 14% reduction in crime incidents over the past 3 years and a 16 year low in homicides (41 year-

to-date).  Boston Police Captain Ken Fong was in attendance and gives a report at the monthly Wharf District 

Council meetings.

The need for climate change infrastructure was raised several times, requiring higher sea walls around Boston’s 

downtown in the near-term and more extensive solutions beyond that. Waterfront development was discussed 

with only four major spaces for new projects downtown (Harbor Garage, Hook Lobster, Whiskey Priest and 

Lewis Wharf).  He agreed with a premise of a question that there is only limited public benefit to come as 

mitigation for such development.

ROBYN REED, ARTIST & PARK ART CURATOR FOR THE FRIENDS OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS PARK

Following Mayor Walsh, Robyn 

Reed gave a presentation on her 

“Changing Course” art installation 

that was in Christopher Columbus 

Park.  Robyn is a local artist and the 

Park Art Curator for the Friends of 

Christopher Columbus Park.

Last summer a sculpture called 

“Changing Course” was installed on 

the underside of trellis along the 

waterfront.  It consists of hundreds 

of plastic water bottles collected in 

just two months from residents and 

businesses in the North End and 

Waterfront, painted and hung to 

look like a school of fish.  Students at the Nazzaro Center, and residents of the Spaulding Rehabilitation Center, 

as well as many other local volunteers painted the bottles, and everyone enjoyed participating in making and 

hanging the fish.
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This art installation was inspired by research about 

Henderson Island, “the most polluted, most remote 

island in the whole world,” a tiny landmass in the 

eastern South Pacific which has been found by 

marine scientists to have the highest density of debris 

recorded anywhere in the world, 99.8% of it plastic 

items.  The most common items found on the island 

were everyday consumer goods – items we think of as 

‘disposable’ or ‘single-use’.  

The idea behind the art piece is to show that we 

can change the course of trash –instead of all these 

bottles headed toward the ocean, and perhaps 

eventually to Henderson Island, we can recycle, or 

limit our use of these plastic items.  Also, perhaps 

people will become more aware of what happens to 

the trash we use every day, and how quickly it can 

accumulate.

The sculpture was up until the end of September.  When this installation is removed, all pieces will be recycled.  

Prior to recycling, the sculpture will be displayed in Boston City Hall.  

For any questions about this project, please contact Robyn Reed at robynr@foccp.org.

The Wharf District Council (WDC) is a 501(C)4 non-profit neighborhood organization, recognized by the Mayor’s 

Office and the City of Boston as representing the community on matters relating to planning, development, 

construction, programming events and transportation in the District.  It serves as the Wharf District’s voice in 

matters that require a community opinion and/or action. The membership is made up of residents, hotels, non-

profit institutions, small businesses and A Better City, representing the major businesses in the District. 

Next Wharf District Council Meeting: Tuesday, November 21  |   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

mailto:robynr%40foccp.org?subject=

